AMERICA GOES THROUGH AN INDUSTRIAL BOOM!!
(1877-1920)

1. INTRO
a. Industrialization in the USA grew rapidly after the Civil War.

b. In 1860 ¼ of the labor force was engaged in manufacturing. In 1920 more than 1/2. Machines led to mass production/assembly lines.

c. American industrialism fueled American Nationalism…Brooklyn Bridge skyscrapers 1883.

d. “An Industrial Truth” The 6 Factors:

i. Agricultural revolution = labor!

ii. Raw materials = US is Rich$$

iii. Capital = $ investment

iv. Market = Consumers

v. Government support = “Laissez-Faire” Tariffs

vi. Social climate = “self-made man”

2.
“CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY”: “2ND AMERICAN INDUSTRIAL            REVOLUTION!”     
a.
Cornelius Vanderbilt “The Commodore” 

i. Developed steamship/railroad empire … New York to Chicago rail connection. “Time Zone”

b.
Andrew Carnegie:

i.
Scottish Immigrant

ii.
“Steel King” Bessemer process. Pittsburgh

iii.
Vertical Integration … “Mining to marketing” Corporation (Stock) & Monopoly.
iv.
“The Gospel of Wealth” “Philanthropy”

c.
John D. Rockefeller:

i.
Established Standard Oil Co. “Ruthless” Refineries

ii.
Horizontal Integration … “Allies with competition” Trust = monopolies.

d.
George Westing House:

i.
Developed air brake for rail cars & use of alternating current.

e.
Henry Villard and J.P. Morgan:

i.
Formed general electric co.

ii.
Morgan “Banker Boss” buys Carnegie steel, establish US steel Corp. 1901

f.
DuPont Family:

i.
Established chemical industry.

g.
Henry Ford:

i.
Assembly Line. Model-T (1909). Frederick Taylor = scientific management. Time<Lock!

h.
Thomas Edison: “1% inspiration and 99% perspiration.”

i.
“Wizard of Menlo Park” “Incandescent light bulb.”

ii.
Over 1,000 patents

i.
Inventions:

i.
telephone = Bell (1876)

ii.
Typewriter = Sholes

iii.
Sewing Machine = Singer

iv.
Refrigeration, subways, cash registers, adding machines.

v.
Before 1860, 36,000 patents issued. From 1860-1900, 376,000 …. “Americas Renaissance.”
3.
THE NATIONAL MARKET:

a.
Creation of National transportation network turned the country into a huge, unified national market.


i.
Year round, on time efficiency, of railroad = revolutionized whole industries. 

ii.
Meat packing industry

· 1870’s refrigerated railroad car.

· Gustavus swift & armour.

· “Florida Orange for breakfast, WA apple for lunch, CA lettuce salad for dinner.”

b.
Consumerism:

i.
Swift = Distribution to increase markets.

ii.  James B. Duke = American Tobacco Company used Billboards, free samples.

iii.
Department Stores = F.W. Woolworths, Sears & Roebucks (Catalogues) 

iv.
Chain Stores = AP, Piggly Wiggly. (Advertisements) R.H. Macy.

c.
American Standard of Living:

i.
Rose 550% between 1860-1900.

ii.
By 1890, the richest 10% of US controlled 9/10ths of the National Wealth.

iii.
Horatio Alger Jr. (Myth): novelist- wrote Rags to Riches Stories. Sod Millions of copies.

4.
SPIRIT OF THE GILDED AGE:

a. Wealth generated by Industrial capitalism = “Nouveau Riche” Class
b. Showy, extravagant displays of wealth, mansions = Hampton’s, Long Island, yachts parties. “Mark Twain proclaimed the late 19th century – “The Gilded Age”

c. Economic and class Divisions become sharper. Justification?

d. Borrowing Charles Darwin’s theories Origin of the Species, English Philosopher Herbert Spencer loosely adopted these ideas in a theory known as “Social Darwinism”.
